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This Friday Sermon /Jummah khutbah should be delivered 
on Friday 22nd October 2021 as part of My Adoption 
Family’s National Adoption Friday campaign during 

National Adoption Week 



How-to Guide
1. PURPOSE
Thank you for signing up your Mosque to take part in the #AdoptionFriday2021 campaign. 

This document contains advice and guidance on how to successfully deliver a Jummah 
khutbah on adoption at your Mosque insha’Allah (God Willing). 

There is also a guidance on what to do if any member of the community wants to apply to 
become an adopter or help in any other way. 

2. WHEN
Adoption Friday will take place on 22nd October 2021. This coincided with Black History month 
and National Adoption Week (18-23 October). 

Adoption Friday is a campaign run by My Adoption Family in connection with Muslim Council of 
Britain (MCB) and the British Board of Scholars and Imams (BBSI). 

3. WHY
• To raise awareness in the Muslim community about the need for more adopters from the 

Muslim community.  

• To provide a basic understanding of the importance of caring for children in Islam.  

• To encourage and motivate more people from the Muslim community to consider  applying 
to become adopters.  

• To encourage and motivate more people from the Muslim community to help support the My 
Adoption Family to raise awareness in the community.



4. REGISTER
This campaign is organised by My Adoption Family and you are required to register at: 
www.myadoptionnfamily.com. This web link contains a number of useful tools that will help 
your Mosque to raise awareness about this topic and assist the Imam to prepare to deliver the 
khutbah.

Online Tools:

Guideline for the Khutbah - which contains details on how to approach the khutbah, examples 
of the Prophet Mohammed’s (PBUH) childhood, hadiths, statistics and some stories of adoption. 

Posters & leaflets - there are posters and leaflets that can be downloaded and printed or 
shared on social media.

Press Release - that can be shared with local media to help raise awareness and promote that 
your Mosque is pro-actively involved. 

If you are having any trouble with accessing these tools online you may also request this 
information by emailing info@myadoptionfamily.com

5. PROMOTE
It would be useful if the Mosque can identify one person who will take the lead on ensuring the 
message is shared and any enquires are given the correct information. 

Share the message in your community to make them aware the Mosque is taking part in this 
initiative; this may encourage more people to attend. There may be people who may not be 
able to attend the Mosque on that day so it will 
also be useful to get the message to them.

• Share message on your website
• Share message on your newsletter
• Share message on your social media; 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
• Share the message on your WhatsApp 

group

Use following handles and hash-tags

• twitter.com/Myadoptionfamily
• facebook.com/myadoptionfamily  
• instagram.com/myadoptionfamily  
• #AdoptionFriday  #YouCanAdopt  

#NationalAdoptionWeek

Print an A4 poster and hang it up on a 
notice board



6. WHAT NEXT?
• If any member of your congregation expresses an interest in adoption they should be sign- 

posted to register via our website.  

• Once they have registered, they will receive an email confirmation, followed by a phone call 
by one of our trained advisors.  

• After completing the initial assessment, the advisor will be able to provide feedback, based 
on the individuals or family circumstances, if they are in a position to progress with the 
application.  

• Our research has highlighted a number of barriers to Muslim becoming adopters and these 
will be discussed in more detail with applicant.  

• Depending on the circumstances of the applicant, location or their preference we can refer 
them onto a suitable adoption agency. 

7. JOIN OUR CELEBRATION EVENT 
There will be an online event called ‘A Celebration of Muslims and Adoption in England’ on 
Friday 22nd October at 3pm . To book your place please email info@myadoptionfamily.com 



This Friday Sermon /Jummah khutbah should be delivered 
on Friday 22nd October 2021 as part of My Adoption 
Family’s National Adoption Friday campaign during 

National Adoption Week 

Around 3000 children are awaiting adoption in the UK. Black 
children and sibling groups wait the longest to find a suitable 

placement and there are children from Muslim families who do not 
currently have anyone to adopt them. 

We would like mosques to approach the khutbah to highlight the 
important role the Muslim community can play to support the needs 

of children needing loving homes.
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THE CONTEXT  

1. WHY WE NEED MORE MUSLIMS ADOPTERS

There are approximately 80,000 children in care in the UK and an estimated 5% 
of these children are Muslim. From these 90,000 children there are around 3000 
that are so young and vulnerable that the courts have ruled that they need to 
be adopted so they can have a permanent family. 

The sad reality is that a number of these 
children are from Muslim families and that 
there are neither enough adopters nor enough 
Muslim adopters that are available to take 
these children into their homes. There are 
Muslim children waiting for adoption and there 
are no Muslim parents available to adopt 
them. This is a simply a tragedy for these 
children, and to meet this need has become 
a collective responsibility for Muslims to come 
forward and take on. 

It is for this reason that we sincerely request 
all mosques to use the guidelines in this 
document to deliver a Jummah Khutbah on 
Friday 22nd October to highlight this collective 
responsibility and the need for Muslims from all 
communities across the UK to come forward 
as adopters to meet the needs of Muslim 
children waiting to be adopted here in the UK. 

• To care for a child is an incredibly rewarding and fulfilling role, both in this life as you 
are protecting a life and the Eeman of a Muslim child and in the hereafter. We cannot 
underestimate the reward that Allah has prepared for this deed.

• Adoption Agencies with Muslim children in care, and nationally there is a need for more 
Muslim adopters to meet the faith and cultural needs of these Muslim children.  

• Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic children wait the longest to be placed in adoption - this 
causes many issues and disrupts attachments and bonds of trust. 

• Children should be able to feel comfortable practicing Islam if that is their heritage and 
Muslims children who are placed in adoptive families of other religions will be brought up as 
followers of other religions.

• Even if a Muslim couple adopt a non-Muslim child they will be able to bring up that child as 
their own. They can teach that child about Islam and how to read the Qur’an and pray as 
they would with any of their own children. And all of this carries such a great reward.



2. KEY FACTS

• There are over 80,000 children in care in England. Estimated 5,000 Muslim children.

• There are 3000 children across the UK waiting to be adopted but there are not enough 
adopters to take these children.

• There are many Muslim children waiting to be adopted but there are not enough Muslim 
adopters to take the Muslim children.

• Adoption in England is similar to kafaalah in Islam, Muslims have been caring for chidren 
through kafaalah since during the time of Rasoolullah.

• If a Muslim child is adopted by a non-Muslim family they will not likely grow up as a Muslim, in 
other words they will lose their faith. If a Muslim adopts a child who is not a Muslim, that child 
will likely grow up to be a Muslim

• Adoption in England is not a familiar concept for many and some think it is haram. In fact, 
there are often many misconceptions surrounding adoption in Islam. One of the fundamental 
differences is the issue of the term Tabanni, which is often translated as adoption. Tabanni 
is where the adoptive parents bring up a child and claim them as their own, while hiding the 
child’s true identity from them, this is something prohibited in Islam. Present UK adoption law 
preserves a child’s birth parentage in a child’s birth certificate and adopters are trained to 
keep a ‘life story book’ that has a record of the child’s birth history with photographs of birth 
parents. Adoptive parents are supported to have conversations with their adopted child 
about their adoption and family history and identity. As such, it would be grossly incorrect to 
translate adoption as Tabanni.

• My Adoption Family provides support for Muslims who are considering adopting.

• It is a collective responsibility for Muslims in the UK to adopt any Muslim children waiting 
for adoption. It is not acceptable that these children go into a non-Muslim family, if Muslim 
families can take them.

3. OUR BELOVED PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PBUH) 
 WAS ALSO CARED FOR 
• As a young baby our Prophet (pbuh) was cared for by Halima Saadia and others. As he got 

older, he was cared for by his grandfather and uncle. 

• Reward of caring for another child is taken from the story of Halima Saadia. Her mount 
straight after picking up the prophet as a child grew strength, her breasts filled with milk, her 
goat and camel started providing more milk, her state went from poverty to comfort. Allah 
rewarded her in this world immediately for this action.

• Comparisons can be drawn between the spiritual and worldly reward. in our times adoption 
is not like fostering and does not come with a monthly payment. However it can certainly 
bring barakah in a person’s wealth as well as giving the family spiritual reward. Just like that 
of Halima Saadia.



4. GUIDANCE FROM THE PROPHET (PBUH) AROUND 
 CARING FOR OTHER CHILDREN
• The Prophet (pbuh) himself had adopted Zayd Ibn Harithah (ra).

• Ibn Majah related a hadith about the reward for caring for children. The Messenger of Allah 
said, “The best house among the Muslims is one where an orphan is well treated, and the 
worst house among the Muslim is one where an orphan is badly treated” . 

• In another hadeeth, about the great reward about looking after of another’s child, the 
Messenger of Allah said “I and the person who looks after an orphan and provides for him will 
be in Paradise like this.” Putting his index and middle fingers together. Narrated by Sahl bin 
Sa’d in Bukhari.

• Islamic teachings and the practical role model of the Prophet Muhammad encourages 
Muslims to be care takers for all, regardless of di erences in faith or otherwise. Dealing justly 
with orphans and vulnerable children has been repeatedly stressed in the Qur’an and the 
Sunnah (the Prophetic example), with huge rewards promised in the scriptures for acts of 
kindness and generosity towards children along with stern warnings of severe punishment 
against ill- treatment of young people. 

• ‘Verily, there is a beautiful role model for you in the example of the Prophet of Allah’ (Qur’an 
chapter 33: verse 21). 

• The Prophet said “All of you are guardians and responsible for your wards and the things 
under your care.”  Bukhari.



CASE STUDIES

SHE IS PROUD OF HER MUSLIM NAME

WE FOUND IT TRULY REWARDING 

MY FAITH NEEDS WERE NOT MET

“Our daughter is from a mixed race and religious background. She had a non-
Muslim first name and a Muslim surname. We did not want to change her name 
but quickly realised that referring to her with a non-Muslim first name in our 
community was an obvious sign that she was adopted, so we gave her a middle 
name that was a traditional Muslim name to protect her privacy. Now, as a 
teenager, she chooses which names she uses (she uses both), and she is proud of 
her adoption and happy to speak about it openly.”

 “We adopted our first child many years ago after we were told that me and my 
wife could not have children. After adopting two children and being a parent 
to them I can’t see my life without them and would do it all again. For us the 
process was relatively straightforward which is why we chose adoption for our 
second child. Sometimes people in the community have apprehension about 
adopting or fostering a child or do not know enough about it, but from my 
experience of having been through adopting children at the end of the day and 
the bond you establish with them is truly rewarding.”

Shaz, 18, who was cared for by non-Muslims, told the BBC: “I felt like I didn’t 
belong and I had to be white.” Two-thirds of councils in England have a shortage 
of black, Asian or minority ethnic (BAME) foster carers, according to BBC analysis 
of official figures. Shaz described how he felt that he had to look a certain way 
and he was asked to eat pork but then he explained that he cannot eat it and 
he used to get into arguments. It came to a point where he felt he needed to do 
something about it and raise more awareness.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-wales-49425345/bame-in-work-the-surname-khan-made-me-feel-conscious


